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arrangements should be made to safeguard peace during the
interim period. Any attempt by disloyal elements to create con-
fusion should be dealt with severely. We are concerned that
Sultan Sikandar is still at large. He is reported to >e hiding
somewhere in the hills of Punjab. My first task on reaching
Lahore would be to launch an all-out hunt for the elusive
Afghan. All officers under you may be apprised of this decision.
They should hold themselves in readiness for the offensive, I
would be glad to be kept informed of reports you may have in
your possession about the whereabouts of the Sultan. The Khan-
i-Khanan considers this to be of the highest importance. We
have no doubt you will carry these instructions faithfully.
Abul Ma'ali was taken aback at the tone of this communication.
He knew instinctively that his ouster was part of a conspiracy to
defame him. At first he thought of staging a rebellion, but in the end
saner counsels prevailed. He left Lahore to welcome the prince at
Sultanpur. Akbar received him with courtesy due to a senior gene-
ral; no more. At the banquet in his honour, a separate dastarkhwan
was spread for him strictly in accordance with the requirements of
protocol. Bairam Khan was seated above him. This hurt Abul
Ma'ali's pride. He sat through the evening proceedings without
uttering a word. On retiring to his camp, he sent a letter to the
prince.
I am hurt beyond words. Your Highness is well aware of the
esteem in which I am held by His Majesty the Emperor. At the
banquet held in my honour at Lahore, he gave me a seat by his
side while a separate dastarkhwan was spread for you. The humi-
liation inflicted upon me last night in the presence of amirs
much junior to my rank saddened my heart. The treatment meted
out to me, I submit, was unkind. My services to you and your
Watid~i-Buzargwar (respected father) have been marked by uns-
werving devotion and loyalty. I would, therefore, request Your
Highness to let me know the indiscretions I may have unwittingly
committed to deserve a fall from grace. I take this opportu-
nity to assure Your Highness of my loyalty till the day of
resurrection.
Akbar was offended at the overbearing tone of AbulMa'ali's repre-